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¥Gretana opened her eyes to a night-time world in which faint stars
* scarcely penetrated barriers of radiance thrown up by encirclements
"% of floodlights and brilliantly illuminated buildings . . . Never before
having completed an interstellar transfer, she felt both awed and
. humbled by the magnitude of her achievements, by the powers of
the Mollanian mind-science she had always taken for granted.

Earth in the 21st century — teeming, frantic, rushing towards self-
inflicted nuclear doom; Mollan — populated by inhabitants who have
achieved great longevity and fantastic powers which include the
ability to transport themselves from star to star. The Mollanians pur-
sue a strict policy of isolationism to preserve their cool, introspective
society . . . but the two cultures are destined to have a profound and
fateful effect on each other . . .
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His first novel of outer spat:e

We're naked in High Space, seeing it reality, beyond reality — that now
directly: intense in incoherence. Hid- shows through: another world that is
eous bubbling things live in this zone. utterly, sickeningly out of foeus. . .
Worm shapes burrow through the air, In a moment the hell storm abates. Or
ingesting it, squeezing it out. Living the storm of Heaven. Heaven, misun-
balloons of light suck and pump. We're derstood, ungrasped, out of focus,
adrift in the bloodstream of some must be Hell . . .
great beast of light . .. Space isn't When a ship is captured by insect-
empty at all but full of amorphous like creatures, the Group-ones, six
swarming creatures, entities, to which members of the space expedition es- |
worlds and rocks and suns are frans- cape to the planet ‘God’s World’, where
parent . . fantasy becomes reality. But are the %

1t is the world that is transparent! Group-ones really the enemy they Member’s price £4.45

It’s still ‘here’, but there'’s a zone seem — or does ‘God’s World’ pose a Gollancz £5.95
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